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Our Mission Statement 
We strive to be worthy witnesses to the world. 

 

At Christ Lutheran, we strive to lead lives worthy of our calling as witnesses to the 

Good News of Jesus Christ in God’s world. 

(Ephesians 4:1) 
 

Web Site: christlutheranofgermantown.org 

Facebook: Christ Lutheran Church AALC  

Email: clcedargrove@outlook.com 
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   Mobile phone: 240 397-3498 

   Email: perinicarrie@gmail.com  
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During the music before the service let us join in a time of prayer and meditation as we prepare our hearts for 

worship. 

Please stand as you are able where marked*** 

Greetings and Announcements 

Prelude 

***The Confession and Absolution 

Vicar:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

People:  Amen. 

Vicar:    If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins God who is 

faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

(A time of silent reflection and self-examination.) 

Vicar:    Most merciful God.   

People:  We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

Vicar:    In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our 

sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ, He gives the power to become children of God and bestows on them the 

Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God 

***Opening Hymn:                                     Lift Up Your Heads                                                Hymn #8 

 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates, Behold the King of glory waits! 

The King of kings in drawing near, The Saviour of the world is here. 

O blest the land, the city blest, Where Christ the Ruler is confessed! 

O happy hearts and happy homes To whom this King in triumph comes! 

Fling wide the portals of your heart, Make it a temple set apart 

From earthly use for heaven’s employ, Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

Redeemer, come! with us abide; Our hearts to thee we open wide, 

Let us thy inner presence feel, Thy grace and love in us reveal. 
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First Sunday in Advent 

December 1, 2024 



***Psalm:     Psalm 25:1-10 (read responsively) 

Liturgist:  To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 

People: in you I trust, O my God. 

Liturgist:  Do not let me be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

People:  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

Liturgist:  No one whose hope is in you will ever be put to shame, 

People:  but they will be put to shame who are treacherous without excuse. 

Liturgist:  Show me your ways, O Lord, 

People: teach me your paths; 

Liturgist:  guide me in your truth and teach me, 

People: for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long. 

Liturgist:  Remember, O Lord, your great mercy and love, 

People: for they are from of old. 

Liturgist:  Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways; 

People: according to your love remember me, for you are good, O Lord. 

Liturgist:  Good and upright is the Lord; 

People: therefore he instructs sinners in his ways. 

Liturgist:  He guides the humble in what is right 

People: and teaches them his way. 

Liturgist:  All the ways of the Lord are loving and faithful 

People:  for those who keep the demands of his covenant. 

***The Gloria Patri: (sung) Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  as it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

***The Kyrie: (responses are sung) 

Liturgist:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

People:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Liturgist:  Christ, have mercy upon us. 

People:  Christ, have mercy upon us.          

Liturgist:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

People:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Liturgist:  Glory be to God on high!  

***Gloria in Excelsis: (sung) And on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship 

thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of 

the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the 

right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

-3- 



***Collect: 

Liturgist: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with thy spirit. 

Liturgist: Let us pray. 

People:  Stir up, we beseech thee, thy power, O Lord, and come; that by thy protection we may be rescued 

from the threatening perils of our sins, and saved by thy mighty deliverance; who lives and reigns with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

The Scripture Lessons: 

First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16 
14 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a 

righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the 

land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by 

which it will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’ 
Liturgist:  This is the word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God.                                                                        

Epistle Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
9 For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for your sake 

before our God, 10 as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may see you face to face and supply 

what is lacking in your faith? 
11 Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 12 and may 

the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, 13 so that 

he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
Liturgist: This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God                                               

The Alleluia: (sung) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 

Vicar: Lift up your hearts and hear the Holy Gospel as it is recorded in the thirteenth chapter of Saint Mark, beginning 

with the first verse. 

***People (sung) Glory be to thee, O Lord                

Gospel Lesson: Luke 19:28-40 
28 And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 When he 

drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of the 

disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you will find a colt tied, on 

which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying 

it?’ you shall say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’” 32 So those who were sent went away and found 

it just as he had told them. 33 And as they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you 

untying the colt?” 34 And they said, “The Lord has need of it.” 35 And they brought it to Jesus, and 

throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36 And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks 

on the road. 37 As he was drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole 

multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works 

that they had seen, 38 saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven 

and glory in the highest!” 39 And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke 

your disciples.” 40 He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.” 
Vicar:  This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
***People: (sung) Praise be to thee, O Christ  
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Children’s Sermon:                                   Vicar Chris Clarke 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pulpit Hymn:                                     Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah             Hymn #520 

             

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, Pilgrim through this baren land; 

I am weak, but thou art mighty, Hold me with thy powerful hand; 

Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven, Feed me till I want no more, Feed me till I want no more. 

Open now the crystal fountain Whence the healing stream doth flow; 

Let the fire and cloudy pillar Lead me all my journey through; 

Strong deliverer, Strong deliverer, Be thou still my strength and shield, Be thou still my strength and shield. 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, Bid my anxious fears subside; 

Death of death and hell’s destruction, Land me safe on Canaan’s side; 

Songs of praises, Songs of praises, I will ever give to thee, I will ever give to thee. 

 

Sermon:                                                                                                                 Vicar Chris Clarke 
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The Sermon Response: (sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit within me.  Cast me not 

away from thy presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation and uphold 

me with thy free spirit.  

***Passing of the Peace     

***The Apostles’ Creed: 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, Who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and 

buried: He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in 

the Holy Spirit; The holy Christian Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 

the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.                                                                                                                    

***The General Prayer: (after each petition) 

Vicar:  Lord in your mercy. 

People:  Hear our prayer.                                           

***The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.                                 

***The Prayer Response: (sung) 

 Hear our prayer, O Lord.  Hear our prayer, O Lord. Incline thine ear to us and grant us thy peace. Amen. 

***The Benediction: 

Vicar:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The 

Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

People: (sung) A-men, A-men, A----men.                    

***Closing Hymn:                           Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus             Hymn #5 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, Born to set thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us, Let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth thou art; 

Dear desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart. 

Born thy people to deliver, Born a child, and yet a king; 

Born to reign in us forever, Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By thine all sufficient merit Raise us to thy glorious throne. 

***The Postlude                                                             
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Prayers and Praises: 

For our church leaders:  

Presiding Pastor: Rev. Dr. Carey G. Larson 

Assistant Presiding Pastor: Rev. Roger Twito 

AALC Administrator: Rev. Dean Stoner 

Secretary Pastor:  Rev. Joe Marsh 

Home Mission Developer:  Rev. Joe Christina 

National Office Manager:  Bonnie Ohlrich 

Seminary President:  Rev. Dr. Jordan Cooper 

Seminary Administrator:  Duane Kleven  

 

Robin Nicholson   Hope Johnston              Sharon Phelps     Chris and Bob Bingaman       

Dorothy Foster             Becky Stapf              Matt Ruppalt     Helen Gibson 

Rebecca Robinson             Bill Trall              Harvey Jester     Justin Serene 

Fred Carlson       Bob Petersen   Norita Shipley     Kris Johnson                               

Brian Stitely              Cam Swanson                         Debbie Stapf                Kristy O’Neal     

Bob Pickett              Jane Simcox              Lora Bingaman    Mary Beth Cyr          

Sue Clarke   Judy Butler              Joan Stanley     Paul Beall                         

Danny Beall              Chris German              Ben Flynn     Marty Beall      

For the President and the leaders of our nation 

For those in the armed Services: Grace Gorevin, Zach Gorevin, Christopher Clarke, Travis Hawk,  

Bethany Hueter, Chaplain John Reutemann, Chaplain Len Brokenshire, Cameron Donk, Ethan Stone, 

Rebecca Deppe, Wendy Ahern, Kris Johnson 

For our Seminary Students: Chris Clarke, Kris Johnson 

For a Region congregation: Our Savior Lutheran Church, Piqua, OH 

For our missionary work:  Frederick Rescue Mission 

For those being persecuted for their faith in Christ 

For the congregations of our Germantown/Clarksburg/Damascus community: Saint Paul’s Catholic Church 

For the congregations of the American Association of Lutheran Churches 

For our college students:  Maddie Day, Joseph Flesch, Jude Stapf, Paul Stapf 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Men’s Bible Study: Tuesday: 1:30 PM at church. 

• Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday: 10:00 AM at Carolyn’s home. 

• Adult and Children’s Sunday School: Sunday: 9:30 AM 

• You may continue to watch the Sunday services (10:30 AM) via Livestream on Facebook – 

Christ Lutheran Church AALC. The Bulletins for the services are on our website: 

christlutheranofgermantown.org. The video of every livestream is on our Facebook page. You can 

access the livestream by clicking the link at the bottom of the first page of our website or by 

visiting the Facebook page directly. Be sure to click on the ‘videos’ tab. 

• Thank you to everyone who participated in Samaritan’s Purse, Operation Christmas Child. 

Carrie delivered 16 shoeboxes to their drop off location, and there were several donations and 

shoeboxes bought, on their website. Thank you, thank you, thank you all!! 

• Thank you to everyone who came out yesterday morning to help decorate for Christmas!! 

• Please plan to come to our Christmas Party on Saturday, December 21st, from 5-7 PM. 
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SERMON NOTES: 
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